TOP PICKS

BLESSINGS FOR
THE SAN JUAN
SYMPHONY
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After 25 years, the San Juan
Symphony knows how to make music,
And in preparation for its upcoming
2011-12 concerts, called A Season of
Appreciation, themes are being woven
around gratitude for such blessings as
home, family, country and community. |
A vibrant work by contemporary Santa Fe
artist Johnathan Harris, called Above it All
(42"x 52" acrylic on canvas), was chosen
to represent the appreciation felt for the
beauty of the San Juan Mountains, the
blessings of the four-season climate and
the deep enjoyment taken in the broad
vistas that surround the area. Artist Harris

will be in Durango for the October concen,

titled Friends and Family, on Sunday, Oct. 2.
Other fall dates are Sept. 11 and Nov. 20,
www.sanjuansymphony.org m
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Durango’s Cowboy Poetry Gathering
strives to preserve and perpetuate the
traditions of working ranch people,

a goal consistent with the values of
Durango's Boot Barn, the parade sponsor
for the popular event. Shown above are
Michelle Blanton, local manager of the
Boot Barn of Durango, and driver Mike
Custafson, owner of the wagon and team
of six Belgian horses. The Cowboy Poetry
Gathering — with this years 23rd season
scheduled for Sept. 29-0ct. 2 — is a cele-
bration of the rich culture and heritage of
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American Eagle Airlines, the regional affiliate of American Airlines, announced
daily nonstop service between Durango-La Plata County Airport and Dallas-Font
Worth International Airpori, beginning June 9. The daily round-trip flight on a
50-seat Embraer jet aircraft (shown above) is expected 1o take approximately
two hours, “Whether it's world-class skiing in the winter or exploring the mag-
nificent 5an Juan Mountains in the summer, visitors from around the world
will have greater access to Southwest Colorado on American,” says Gary Foss,
vice president of marketing for American’s regional network. www.aa.com m

the American cowbaoy through poetry and
music. The cowboy parade, Colorado’s
largest motorless parade, with 2011 Grand
Marshal Mickey Hogan, is at 10 a.m. on
Saturday, Oct. 1. The Boot Barn has been
outfitting the West for more than 30 years,
supporting western lifestyles, family
values and the spirit of independence,
There are currently another 80 Boot Barn
slores across seven states, with locations in
Colorado, Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico,
Wyoming, Montana and California,
www.durangocowbovgathering.org w



